


The 2004 Treasure Trove includes primary sources collected for Teaching American History
participants. Treasure Trove documents vividly depict large themes in American history that are
played out in local South Carolina contexts. Grouped chronologically as well as by theme, the
documents provide deeper insights into American history from post-Reconstruction to the
present.

With primary sources, students interpret historical events through the words and images left
by real people inhabiting a living past. Further, local primary sources personalize broad topics
such as Jim Crow segregation, providing powerful experiences in constructing historical
understanding. Working with primary sources develops critical analysis and creative thinking. Of
course, primary documents can also be used to teach English and language arts, math and
science.

Major repositories of South Carolina primary sources include the South Carolina Department
of Archives and History, the South Caroliniana Library, the South Carolina Historical Society, the
Avery Research Center for African American History and Culture, and the Special Collections of
Clemson University, located in the Strom Thurmond Institute. In addition to these larger
repositories, many counties and towns have local historical societies or library collections
containing primary source material. Treasure Trove documents come from the State Archives and
South Caroliniana. The State Archives preserves South Carolina public documents, including
state and local government records — land plats and deeds, registered wills, federal census
returns, and service/ pension records of South Carolina soldiers can be found at the State
Archives. The Archives does not generally hold collections of newspapers or personal documents
such as letters and diaries kept by individual citizens. Such items may be found at South
Caroliniana.

While the Treasure Trove consists mostly of printed materials, these are not the only forms
that primary sources take. Museum artifacts, such as those found at the State Museum or the
Charleston Museum, are primary sources. Physical places, such as historic buildings and
battlefields (e.g. Drayton Hall, The Big Apple, Cowpens National Battlefield), provide sources of
primary historical evidence. Art can be interpreted as primary documentation of the past. Such
sources can be “read” in much the same way as words. Most exciting, cultural institutions stand
ready to share their resources and their passion for history with teachers and students. The thrill
of discovery awaits! Enjoy.

Primary sources were collected, cited, and annotated by John Christiansen and Katie Johnson,
Graduate Research Assistants for Teaching American History in South Carolina.

The documents herein are provided courtesy of the South Carolina Department of Archives and
History and South Caroliniana Library.

CD designed by Tim Belshaw, South Carolina Department of Archives and History.

Questions about Teaching American History in South Carolina can be directed to
Marshall Angle  803-896-6218  angle@scdah.state.sc.us
Donald Stewart  803-896-6224  stewart@scdah.state.sc.us

Teaching American History in South Carolina is administered by the South Carolina Department of
Archives & History, 8301 Parklane Road, Columbia SC 29223

This project was funded by the United States Department of Education, Office of Innovation and
Improvement, award # S215X010282-01.

To learn more about Teaching American History in South Carolina, and to see teacher-created lessons
and other exciting resources go to www.teachingUShistory.org
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2004 TREASURE TROVE

        JIM CROW

1. Tillman, Benjamin. Inaugural address of B.R. Tillman, Governor of South Carolina, Delivered
at Columbia, S.C., December 4, 1890. Columbia, S.C: James H. Woodrow, 1890. Books
Division, South Caroliniana Library, University of South Carolina, Columbia, South
Carolina.
Following Reconstruction and Wade Hampton’s Redemption, Ben Tillman was elected
Governor. Though a Democrat, Tillman espoused Populist reform ideas, which resonated with
poor and middle class white South Carolinians. In his inaugural address, Tillman made known
his views on the “important questions agitating the public mind.” In particular, Tillman
discussed the “triumph of democracy and white supremacy.”

2. “The Black Flag Once More.” Charleston News and Courier. 7 Feb. 1895. Newspapers on
microfilm, South Caroliniana Library, University of South Carolina, Columbia, South
Carolina.
Responding to South Carolina’s 1895 Republican convention, “The Black Flag Once More”
addresses race relations, claiming that white men must remain united to retain power. The
author feared that any cooperation between races within party politics would be detrimental
to white dominance.

3. “The Race Question.” Charleston News and Courier. 7 Feb. 1895. Newspapers on
microfilm, South Caroliniana Library, University of South Carolina, Columbia, South
Carolina.
South Carolina’s 1895 Constitutional convention disenfranchised South Carolina’s African
American majority. Writing against the coming tide of Jim Crow legislation, this letter to the
editor argued for African American representation in state government based on the
framework of “no taxation without representation.”

4. “The Negro in South Carolina.” Charleston News and Courier. 14 Feb. 1895. Newspapers
on microfilm, South Caroliniana Library, University of South Carolina, Columbia, South
Carolina.
This letter, written by the author of “The Race Question,” is a rebuttal to the editor’s response
to the “The Race Question.” In “The Negro in South Carolina” the author tried to clarify some
of his statements, which were apparently misinterpreted by the editor of the paper.
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5. Sanborn Fire Insurance Map of Charleston, South Carolina, Sanborn Map Company,
1884, South Caroliniana Library, University of South Carolina, Columbia, South Carolina.

6. Sanborn Fire Insurance Map of Charleston, South Carolina, Sanborn Map Company,
1888, South Caroliniana Library, University of South Carolina, Columbia, South Carolina.

7. Sanborn Fire Insurance Map of Charleston, South Carolina, Sanborn Map Company,
1942, South Caroliniana Library, University of South Carolina, Columbia, South Carolina.

8. Sanborn Fire Insurance Map of Columbia, South Carolina, Sanborn Map Company, 1884,
South Caroliniana Library, University of South Carolina, Columbia, South Carolina.
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9. Sanborn Fire Insurance Map of Columbia, South Carolina, Sanborn Map Company, 1888,
South Caroliniana Library, University of South Carolina, Columbia, South Carolina.

10. Sanborn Fire Insurance Map of Columbia, South Carolina, Sanborn Map Company,
1898, South Caroliniana Library, University of South Carolina, Columbia, South
Carolina.

11. Sanborn Fire Insurance Map of Greenville, South Carolina, Sanborn Map Company,
1884, South Caroliniana Library, University of South Carolina, Columbia, South
Carolina.

12. Sanborn Fire Insurance Map of Greenville, South Carolina, Sanborn Map Company,
1888, South Caroliniana Library, University of South Carolina, Columbia, South
Carolina.

13. Sanborn Fire Insurance Map of Greenville, South Carolina, Sanborn Map Company,
1898, South Caroliniana Library, University of South Carolina, Columbia, South
Carolina.
The Sanborn Fire Insurance Company mapped cities across the nation in order to help
underwriters determine insurance risks. Sanborn maps showed structure types as well as
building materials and other features. While the maps were useful for insurance purposes in
the past, today they reveal aspects of a city’s history. Historians research Sanborn maps and
city directories to connect people and places in the past. Comparing maps across various
years shows how cities developed over time. Such research often indicates cultural change as
historians explore the historical footprints left by the maps. The South Carolina maps
included here illustrate urban development in diverse regions of the state: South Carolina’s
lowcountry, midlands, and upstate.

14. D.T. Crosby, Freedmen’s Contract, 14 Apr. 1867, Manuscripts Division, South
Caroliniana Library, University of South Carolina, Columbia, South Carolina.
In 1867 D.T. Crosby contracted with five freedmen to provide farm labor. This contract
details the conditions of work and payment expected by both the employer and employees.
Both the original document and a printed transcription are included.

15. Singleton Family Papers, Freedmen’s Contract January 1867, Manuscripts Division,
South Caroliniana Library, University of South Carolina, Columbia, South Carolina.
A contract created by Cle Singleton includes a list of freedmen in his employment. The
contract is connected to Kensington Mansion, and represents significant people in the site’s
history. The agreement details job descriptions, expectations and compensation.
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